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COVID-19 5/25 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 5,493,482 
Total deaths – 346,209 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,662,230 
Total deaths – 98,218 
Total # tests – 14,604,942 
  
Administration 

• President Donald Trump threatened to move the planned Republican National 

Convention from North Carolina unless the state’s governor can guarantee the party will 

be allowed full attendance. 

o Trump took aim at North Carolina’s Governor Roy Cooper, a Democrat, in a 

series of posts on Twitter Monday, saying he wanted a guarantee that 

Republicans would be permitted to gather in Charlotte at the end of August, 

despite any coronavirus outbreaks. 

o “Plans are being made by many thousands of enthusiastic Republicans, and 

others, to head to beautiful North Carolina in August,” Trump said in the tweets. 

“They must be immediately given an answer by the Governor as to whether or 

not the space will be allowed to be fully occupied. If not, we will be reluctantly 

forced to find, with all of the jobs and economic development it brings, another 

Republican National Convention site.” 

• U.S. President Donald Trump said in a tweet, “Schools in our country should be opened 

ASAP. Much very good information now available.”  

• The Trump administration is restricting the entry of non-U.S. travelers who were in 

Brazil for the past 14 days, after a jump in cases pushed the Latin American nation to 

second place for infections. The ban takes effect at the end of the day May 28, the 

White House said. 

o American citizens and their spouses are exempt, the White House said, along 

with commercial goods destined for U.S. markets. 

o “The potential for undetected transmission of the virus by infected individuals 

seeking to enter the United States from the Federative Republic of Brazil 

threatens the security of our transportation system and infrastructure and the 

national security,” President Donald Trump said in proclamation. 
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• The Trump administration advanced the effective time for limiting the entry of non-U.S. 

citizens traveling from Brazil, a nation that has the world’s second-most infections. The 

order will take effect at the end of Tuesday, two days earlier than stated in a 

proclamation issued Sunday by the White House 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Boston President Eric Rosengren said he expects small and 

medium-sized companies to begin receiving money through the central bank’s Main 

Street Lending Program within two weeks. 

o “This is a program that’s just starting up so we’re expecting to have the loan 

documents up this week,” Rosengren said on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” “Money 

will go out over the next two weeks.” 

o The Boston Fed is running the Main Street program, part of the emergency 

lending effort by the U.S. central bank to keep credit flowing during the 

pandemic. It’s designed to provide up to $600 billion in credit to small and 

medium-sized U.S. companies. 

• President Donald Trump said he completed his course of treatment with 

hydroxychloroquine, the anti-malaria drug he’s promoted as a therapy for coronavirus 

despite an outcry from medical professionals about its unproven efficacy and potential 

side effects. 

o “Finished, just finished,” Trump said in an interview on Sinclair Broadcast Group 

program “Full Measure with Sharyl Attkisson” that was taped Friday and aired 

Sunday. “By the way, I’m still here to the best of my knowledge. Here I am.” 

• President Donald Trump golfed Saturday for the first time in more than two months, 

engaging in a personal passion and trying to show how the U.S. can return to normal 

after states ease lockdowns. 

o A CNN photojournalist posted photos on Twitter of Trump swinging a club, 

waving at the camera, and driving, solo, in a golf cart during his three hours at 

the Trump National Golf Club in Sterling, Virginia. He appeared to be playing in a 

foursome. The White House doesn’t routinely confirm Trump’s activities at his 

golf courses. 

• The U.S. said China is blocking American carriers after lockdowns disrupted global travel 

by failing to answer requests from Delta Air Lines Inc. and United Airlines Holdings Inc. 

o The DOT stopped short of restricting or penalizing the four Chinese airlines that 

serve U.S. markets, but it is a warning after repeated U.S. objections failed to get 

action, the government said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAUE48T0G1KX
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o China had set March 12 as the baseline for resumption of service. Because Delta, 

United and American Airlines Group Inc. had halted service to China by that date, 

it put them at an unfair disadvantage, the DOT said. 

• The U.S. Department of Transportation granted tentative approval to 15 airlines to 

temporarily halt service to 75 airports over the coronavirus pandemic, Reuters reports, 

citing the department. 

o United Airlines, Delta Air Lines won tentative approval to halt flights to 11 

airports 

o JetBlue Airways, Alaska Airlines, Frontier Airlines were approved to stop flights to 

five airports each 

o Deadline for filing objections to the order is May 28 

• Religious groups should consider suspending or limiting choirs or singing during services 

and avoid passing a collection plate, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention said in guidance issued hours after Trump demanded governors immediately 

open houses of worship. “The act of singing may contribute to transmission of Covid-19, 

possibly through emission of aerosols,” the CDC warned. 

o Churches should stay in contact with local and state officials as reopening 

decisions are made, and provide protection for staff or congregants who are at 

higher risk of infection. The guidance encouraged hand washing, use of face 

coverings and increased cleaning and disinfection measures. 

• Justice Dept files statement of interest in support of a lawsuit against actions of Illinois 

Democratic Gov.J.B. Pritzker in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o DOJ says statement of interest is part of Attorney General William Barr’s 

initiative “to review state and local policies to ensure that civil liberties are 

protected during the COVID-19 pandemic” 

o NOTE: The case is Bailey v. Pritzker, No. 3:20-cv-474 

• Foreign athletes from multiple professional sports leagues will be allowed to return to 

the United States after Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Chad Wolf signed an 

order on Friday exempting them from any proclamations barring their entry into the 

US during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o "Professional sporting events provide much needed economic benefits, but 

equally important, they provide community pride and national unity," Wolf said 

in a statement released by DHS. "In today's environment, Americans need their 

sports. It's time to reopen the economy and it’s time we get our professional 

athletes back to work." 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-airlines/us-grants-tentative-ok-for-15-air-carriers-to-suspend-service-to-75-airports-idUSKBN22Y330
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-based.html
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/22/acting-secretary-wolf-signs-exemption-allowing-entry-certain-foreign-professional
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/22/acting-secretary-wolf-signs-exemption-allowing-entry-certain-foreign-professional
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/22/acting-secretary-wolf-signs-exemption-allowing-entry-certain-foreign-professional
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o The statement said DHS will work with the leagues "to identify the specific 

athletes, essential staff, team and league leadership, spouses, and dependents 

covered by this exemption." 

• There will likely be longer air travel security lines as the Transportation Security 

Administration adjusts staffing with more people taking to the skies, according to Acting 

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf. 

o More than 300,000 people passed through airport security checkpoints on 

Thursday, the first time that has happened since March. 

o It’s also the first time in eight weeks that daily traffic at checkpoints was more 

than 10% of the number of people screened last year, according to data from the 

TSA. 

o There will be new efforts by the TSA to reduce person-to-person contact 

during security checks with travelers scanning their own boarding passes and 

they will also be asked to pack food in a separate bag, so fewer bags will have to 

be searched by officers, Wolf said an interview on Fox News on Saturday. 

o TSA officers will be wearing masks and travelers are also encouraged to do so 

though not required when going through checkpoints, Wolf said. 

o Wolf also said he thinks travel restrictions on China and parts of Europe need to 

stay in place “as we get the economy back up and running.” 

• The commissioner of the US Food and Drug Administration on Sunday urged Americans 

observing Memorial Day weekend to follow federal guidelines aimed at curbing the 

spread of the coronavirus, saying the deadly virus "is not yet contained." 

o "With the country starting to open up this holiday weekend, I again remind 

everyone that the coronavirus is not yet contained. It is up to every individual to 

protect themselves and their community. Social distancing, hand washing and 

wearing masks protect us all," Dr. Stephen Hahn wrote in a tweet. 

• Dr. Deborah Birx, the White House coronavirus response coordinator, said on Sunday 

that there is “clear scientific evidence” masks work. 

o When asked whether President Trump should wear one, Birx said she assumes 

he is able to keep 6 feet of distance “in a majority of cases.” 

o “What we have said to people is there is clear scientific evidence now, by all the 

droplet experiments that happened, and that others have done, to show that a 

mask does prevent droplets from reaching others,” Birx said on “Fox News 

Sunday.” “Out of respect for each other, as Americans that care for each other, 

we need to be wearing masks in public when we cannot social distance." 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/05/24/politics/stephen-hahn-memorial-day-coronavirus-warning/index.html
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o “Well the President did wear a mask while he was less than 6 feet in an occasion 

where that was important – I think when he was traveling last week,” Birx added. 

“I’m not with him every day and every moment, so I don’t know if he can 

maintain social distance.”  

• The Trump administration is promising to buy 100 million testing swabs and vials by the 

end of the year and distribute them to states as part of the federal response to the 

coronavirus pandemic, according to a report to Congress obtained by CNN. But the 

largest share of the responsibility to ramp up testing remains on the states themselves. 

Democratic leaders said in a written statement that Trump's plan is "disappointing" and 

they accused the administration of not taking responsibility for testing on a national 

scale.  

• The Trump administration said sufficient quantities of Abbott Laboratories’ ID NOW 

Covid-19 test and Quidel Corp.’s Sofia 2 instruments exist to support 200 million U.S. 

tests per month. 

o The Department of Health and Human Services, in a report to Congress, said 

18,000 ID NOW devices and 20,000 Quidel instruments are available to states. 

The U.S. also is buying 100 million swabs and 100 million tubes of viral transport 

media to help states meet testing goals. 

o “This large-scale acquisition reflects a significant expansion of current capacity,” 

according to the report, and reflects use of the Defense Production Act to 

increase swab manufacturing. 

• Vice President Mike Pence said the White House task force and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention are crafting information that will help schools and universities to 

open. Some university chiefs will meet soon at the White House, he said, without 

providing a date. 

o “We’re working very closely with university presidents,” Pence said on “Fox & 

Friends.” “We have every confidence that whether it be our universities around 

the country or whether it be primary and secondary education that we’re -- in 

most areas of the country we’re going to be able to get kids back to school in a 

safe and responsible way.” 

• Treasury, IRS release latest state-by-state economic impact payment figures for May 22, 

2020 (HERE) 

o "Economic Impact Payments have continued going out at a rapid rate to 

Americans across the country," said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. "We remind 

people to visit IRS.gov for the latest information, including answers to the most 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/25/politics/trump-administration-testing-swabs/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1351185336?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/treasury-irs-release-latest-state-by-state-economic-impact-payment-figures-for-may-22-2020
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common questions we see surrounding the payments. We also continue to urge 

those who don't normally have a filing requirement, including those with little or 

no income, that they can quickly register for the payments on IRS.gov." 

• The investigational antiviral remdesivir is superior to the standard of care for the 

treatment of COVID-19, according to a report published today in the New England 

Journal of Medicine. The preliminary analysis is based on data from the Adaptive 

COVID-19 Treatment Trial (ACTT), sponsored by the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health. (HERE) 

• Today, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $500 million in 

payments from the Provider Relief Fund to the Indian Health Service (IHS) and tribal 

hospitals, clinics, and urban health centers to support the tribal response to COVID-19. 

(HERE) 

• HHS announces nearly $4.9 billion distribution to nursing facilities impacted by COVID-

19 

o Nursing homes play a pivotal role in providing skilled care to our nation’s 

vulnerable seniors. During this pandemic, nursing homes have faced unique 

challenges as their population of high risk seniors are more vulnerable to 

respiratory pathogens like COVID-19. This funding, which supplements 

previously announced provider relief funds, will be used to support nursing 

homes suffering from significant expenses or lost revenue attributable to COVID-

19. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services deployed a team of Public Health 

Service (PHS) officers to help augment clinical staff at an alternate care site in 

Washington, DC. PHS officers will serve in a public health advisory role and provide care 

to COVID19 hospital overflow. (VIDEO) 

• The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) is seeking 

public comments on how to improve the exclusion process for tariffs and quotas 

imposed on steel and aluminum imports under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act 

of 1962 (“Section 232”). (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue recently announced details of the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), which will 

provide up to $16 billion in direct payments to deliver relief to America’s farmers and 

ranchers impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. (HERE) 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-remdesivir-treat-covid-19-begins
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-remdesivir-treat-covid-19-begins
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/coronaviruses
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/coronaviruses
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/peer-reviewed-data-shows-remdesivir-covid-19-improves-time-recovery
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-500-million-distribution-to-tribal-hospitals-clinics-and-urban-health-centers.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/leadership/secretary/speeches/2020-speeches/remarks-press-announcement-additional-allocations-cares-act-provider-relief-fund.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/22/hhs-announces-nearly-4.9-billion-distribution-to-nursing-facilities-impacted-by-covid19.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eX9kPPZFkig
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/department-commerce-asks-public-input-section-232-steel-and-aluminum
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/19/usda-announces-details-direct-assistance-farmers-through
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/22/wtas-usda-delivers-relief-americas-farmers-and-ranchers-impacted
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• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced that the Department is 

making available up to $1 billion in loan guarantees to help rural businesses meet their 

working capital needs during the coronavirus pandemic. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Arkansas has been 

approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a new program 

authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed by President 

Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or reduced-

price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) in San Jose, California, will pay $3,680 to one employee 

after the U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division found the employer 

repeatedly failed to provide paid sick leave benefits for time the employee spent home 

caring for her child whose school closed due to coronavirus.  (HERE) 

  
Capitol Hill 

• U.S. House will take up a bill, S. 3744, as early as Wednesday that would impose 

sanctions on Chinese officials over human rights abuses against Muslim minorities, 

according to schedule from office of Majority Leader Steny Hoyer. 

o The House, which plans votes only on Wednesday and Thursday next week, also 

will consider bipartisan legislation that would make the small-business Paycheck 

Protection Program more flexible and extend the time limit for using the aid 

o Also may take up a bipartisan amendment to surveillance legislation, H.R. 6172, 

that fell one vote short of adoption by the Senate 

o House is out Monday for Memorial Day holiday 

o The chamber meets in pro forma session Tuesday at 9:30am; no votes are 

expected 

o House meets at 10am Wednesday; 9am Thursday 

• Democratic leaders in Congress said the national coronavirus testing strategy put forth 

by the Trump administration is “disappointing” and offloads wide-scale testing 

responsibility to states. 

o House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate Minority Leader Charles E. 

Schumer (D-N.Y.), Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), ranking member of the Health, 

Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, and Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.), 

chair of the Energy and Commerce Committee, issued a statement Monday 

saying the Trump administration still lacks a “serious plan” for scaling up testing 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/22/usda-provide-1-billion-loan-guarantees-rural-businesses-and-ag
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/22/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-arkansas
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200521-0
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826970777088950289
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6802881568245547018
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/trump-administration-vows-in-new-report-to-distribute-100-million-swabs-to-states-by-years-end/2020/05/24/9c02d240-9d06-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_116
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/trump-administration-vows-in-new-report-to-distribute-100-million-swabs-to-states-by-years-end/2020/05/24/9c02d240-9d06-11ea-ac72-3841fcc9b35f_story.html?itid=lk_inline_manual_116
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and stopping the coronavirus pandemic that has killed nearly 100,000 people 

across the United States. 

o “This disappointing report confirms that President Trump’s national testing 

strategy is to deny the truth that there aren’t enough tests and supplies, reject 

responsibility and dump the burden onto the states,” the leaders wrote. 

o The administration released the 81-page report, called the “Covid-19 Strategic 

Testing Plan,” to congressional committees Sunday to satisfy a demand from 

Congress that the administration release a national testing strategy by May 24. 

o In the report, federal health officials pledged to acquire 100 million swabs and 

100 million tubes of what’s known as viral transport media — the chemicals used 

to preserve test specimens — to distribute to states to conduct their own 

testing; states would be tasked with finding additional testing materials if their 

needs outstrip what federal health officials supply. 

o The Trump administration’s plan relies on testing targets that individual states 

developed in May rather than providing federal benchmarks for each state to 

meet. 

• A bipartisan group in the U.S. Senate proposed a moment of silence at noon June 1 to 

honor the almost 100,000 Americans who have died from the coronavirus. 

o “The human toll of the Covid emergency is tragic, and to get through it, we must 

stand together,” Senator Jeanne Shaheen, a Vermont Democrat, said in a 

statement. Senate co-sponsors include Republicans Marsha Blackburn of 

Tennessee and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Democrats Elizabeth Warren of 

Massachusetts, Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut and Brian Schatz of Hawaii. 

o President Donald Trump ordered U.S. flags flown at half staff on government 

buildings this weekend for losses to the pandemic. 

• Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer and Patty Murray, ranking member of the 

Health committee, vowed on Saturday to scrutinize the Trump administration’s national 

testing strategy that’s to be delivered on Sunday. 

o “When it comes to testing, they’ve failed the American people at nearly every 

turn,” according to their statement. “The Trump administration has been erratic 

and more focused on cherry-picking facts to fit their narrative than executing a 

comprehensive plan to protect families and workers 

State/Local 

https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/COVID%20National%20Diagnostics%20Strategy%2005%2024%202020%20v%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB11207
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QASS7YMB2SJS
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB7500
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1882
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249471
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247825
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248267
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• The state of New York and local governments will provide death benefits to frontline 

workers, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Monday at the state’s daily Covid-

19 news conference. 

o “Today we are announcing that the state and local governments will provide 

death benefits for public heroes who died from Covid-19 during this emergency,” 

Cuomo said. 

o The governor said public employees who work in the state, whether in a city or 

county, can qualify and the local or state pension fund will pay for those death 

benefits. 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said returning to pre-outbreak activity levels will 

be inadequate and the state will need to rebuild better after experiencing the nation’s 

worst outbreak. 

o “I don’t believe this economy just bounces back,” Cuomo said, citing many small 

businesses shutting permanently, corporations laying off employees, and people 

who won’t want to return to their workplaces. “I don’t believe it is going to be 

enough just to go back to where the economy was.” 

o Cuomo, conducting his daily briefing at popular Jones Beach on Long Island that’s 

open at half capacity for Memorial Day weekend, said government will need to 

stimulate the economy by getting “some big projects going,” such as building a 

new airport. 

• New Jersey will issue guidelines on indoor activities “sooner than later,” Governor Phil 

Murphy said, with houses of worship that President Donald Trump wants opened at the 

top of the list. 

o “I would hope we would get to houses of worship sooner than later,” Murphy 

said on CNN’s “State of the Union.” “But we want to make sure we do it right, 

responsibly, and that we don’t kill anybody by doing it too fast.” 

o State residents have done an “extraordinary job” following guidelines for social 

distancing, he said, noting he will visit the Jersey Shore later Sunday to check 

conditions. “The weather has not cooperated,” he said. “It was miserable 

yesterday. It’s cold today 

• Vermont Gov. Phil Scott announced today that his state will allow churches to reopen 

at 25% capacity. 

o Scott's remarks were made before President Trump announced that his 

administration is issuing guidance deeming places of worship "essential" during 

the coronavirus pandemic.  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/22/politics/religious-gatherings-cdc-coronavirus/index.html
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o The governor said restaurants and bars can also open for outdoors seating in 

Vermont. 

o Barber shops and salons will be allowed to reopen on May 29, Scott said. 

• Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves announced today he has extended the state’s safer-at-

home order one more week in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

o “We must stay vigilant. I know that we’re going into a holiday weekend where 

we’re used to gathering in large groups and cooking out and having a great 

time,” Reeves said. “Please remember to stay six feet apart. Continue to wash 

your hands, sanitize and wear a mask, if at all possible.” 

o Outdoor places of entertainment, such as playgrounds, racetracks, and water 

parks, will reopen, with strict health guidelines and rules, on May 25 at 8 a.m. 

• Nevada Gov. Steve Sisolak said he hopes to allow the state's casinos to reopen on June 

4. 

o The governor announced Friday that the state’s Gaming Control Board will make 

a final decision in its next meeting on Tuesday 

o In a tweet, the governor said the reopening will be “pending the evaluation of 

trends in our data.” Currently, the state is in phase one of its reopening plan, and 

Sisolak says he expects to have a date for phase two on Tuesday. 

• The head of the Justice Department’s civil rights division wrote in a strongly-worded 

letter Friday to Los Angeles officials that he was concerned that the mayor and county 

health director were taking "an arbitrary and heavy-handed approach to continuing 

stay-at-home requirements.” 

o The letter from Eric Dreiband, assistant attorney general for the Civil Rights 

Division, came in response to comments from Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, 

who asserted in a "Good Morning America" interview last week that the city will 

“never be completely open until we have a cure” for the coronavirus, which has 

claimed more than 3,600 lives in California. 

o “I think we have to all recognize that we’re not moving beyond Covid-19, we’re 

learning to live with it,” Garcetti said. 

o Dreiband also noted recent remarks by Los Angeles County Public Health 

Director Barbara Ferrer, who said last week that “with all certainty” a form of 

stay-home restrictions will remain in place for the county’s 10 million residents 

“for the next three months.” Ferrer later clarified her remarks, saying “while the 

Safer at Home orders will remain in place over the next few months, restrictions 

will be gradually relaxed.” 

https://www.coronavirus.ms.gov/2020-04/governor-reeves-signs-safer-home-order-begin-reopening-states-economy
https://www.coronavirus.ms.gov/2020-04/governor-reeves-signs-safer-home-order-begin-reopening-states-economy
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• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer today signed a new executive order that extends the 

state's safer-at-home order to June 12. 

o The governor’s order also extends the temporary closure of certain places of 

public accommodation, such as theaters, gyms, and casinos, according to her 

office. 

o Whitmer also signed a new executive order to extend the state’s state of 

emergency declaration related to the Covid-19 pandemic to June 19. 

• A number of restrictions will be lifted in New Hampshire starting June 1, Gov. Chris 

Sununu said. 

o Small group fitness classes and personal one-on-one training, where social 

distancing can be allowed and properly provided will be allowed. 

o Business that were classified as “personal care,” acupuncture, massage therapy 

centers, tattoo parlors, tanning and nail salons may reopen. Each must meet 

strict social distancing guidelines and each industry has its own sanitation and 

adaptation requirements that must be met. 

o New Hampshire’s beaches will also open on June 1 for active recreation, such as 

walking, running, lounging, swimming and surfing. 

• The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals upheld California Gov. Gavin Newsom's ban on in-

person church services in a ruling issued Friday in a lawsuit filed by a church in Chula 

Vista. 

o "We conclude that appellants have not demonstrated a sufficient likelihood of 

success on appeal. Where state action does not 'infringe upon or restrict 

practices because of their religious motivation' and does not 'in a selective 

manner impose burdens only on conduct motivated by religious belief,' it does 

not violate the First Amendment," the ruling said. 

• Places of worship may open up at a 25% occupancy starting May 27 if they adhere to 

social distancing and other public health guidelines aimed at keeping congregants safe, 

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz said at a press conference on Saturday. 

o Walz said the decision was made using CDC guidelines in consultation with all 

relevant groups and the state health department. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo discussed the order he signed allowing gatherings of up 

to 10 people with appropriate mitigation and whether it would affect the infection rate 

in the state and its ability to reopen. 
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o “Theoretically it shouldn’t,” Cuomo said at his news briefing today, adding it’s 

also a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guideline. “It depends on how 

people act.” 

o “You can have a safe gathering of 10 people, you can also have a wholly unsafe 

gathering of 10 people," the governor added. 

• There has been a spike in coronavirus cases in Washington, DC, according to data from 

the DC Department of Health.The increase could pose a setback for the criteria Mayor 

Muriel Bowser is using to decide when Washington will begin stage one of its reopening. 

o Until this weekend, Washington had 11 days of declining community spread of 

the coronavirus. The city said 14 days of decline were needed as one of the 

measurements necessary before moving to stage one of reopening. Sunday 

would have been the 13th  day of decline, but instead there was a small spike 

over the last two days. 

o Since the spike was small, the DC Department of Health said Sunday it would 

consider this a reset back to day 11 of the decline because the number of cases 

was fewer than the department’s calculation of the standard deviation for the 

number of cases. 

• Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker released industry guidelines for businesses that will be 

operating when the state begins Phase 3 of its five-phase reopening plan. Pritzker said 

last week that Phase 3 could begin on Friday May 29. 

o Manufacturing facilities, offices, retail stores, salons and barbershops will be 

allowed to reopen with capacity limits and other restrictions. For example, office 

employees should maintain 6 feet of distance and wear face coverings when that 

can't be done, according to the guidelines. 

o Meantime, bars and restaurants -- which have been limited to takeout and 

delivery -- will be allowed to have outdoor dining. But there should be a 

minimum of 6 feet between tables, and parties should be limited to 6 people or 

fewer. 

• Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez announced Sunday that community pools 

will reopen on June 1, along with beaches. 

o Beaches and hotel accommodations for tourists are already expected to reopen 

that same day. The mayor's announcement also says "pools in condominium and 

apartment complexes and other private communities" can open as well. 

https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/Restore-Illinois/businessguidelines3/offices.pdf
https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/Restore-Illinois/businessguidelines3/restaurantbars.pdf
https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/Restore-Illinois/businessguidelines3/restaurantbars.pdf
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o The pool reopenings will be subject to certain restrictions which will be 

recommended by medical experts and the mayor later in the week, the 

statement said.  

• Professional sports in New York can open their training camps, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

said today during a news briefing. 

o "Starting today, all the New York professional sports leagues will be able to begin 

training camps. I believe that sports that can come back without having people in 

the stadium, without having people in the arena, do it! Do it! Work out the 

economics, if you can. We want you up. We people to be able to watch sports to 

the extent people are still staying home. It gives people something to do. It's a 

return to normalcy," Cuomo said. 

• Colorado Gov. Jared Polis announced the state would loosen restrictions on restaurants 

and open summer day camps, ski resorts and campsites, a statement from his office 

announced today. The move is as part of an update and extension of his "Safer at 

Home" executive order. 

o Restaurants in the state will be able to open for in-person dining at 50% capacity 

or 50 people, whichever is less, starting Wednesday, the statement said. 

Restaurants are also encouraged to provide outdoor seating. 

o Meanwhile, bars will remain closed, the order said. 

o The new order also allows children’s day camps and youth sports camps to open 

on June 1 "with restrictions and strong precautionary measures," the statement 

said. 

o Ski resorts and private campsites will also be allowed to reopen, though ski 

resorts will still need approval from local authorities.  

• California issued guidelines on Monday that would allow places of worship to open, 

while still "strongly recommending" institutions hold remote services for vulnerable 

populations including older adults. 

o Here are some of the suggestions included in the guidance: 

o Religious leaders are asked to "strongly consider" discontinuing singing and 

group recitation where transmission of the virus through exhaled droplets is 

increased. 

o Sharing items like prayer books, prayer rugs, and hymn books are discouraged 

and single use or digital copies are suggested as alternatives. 

o Potlucks should be discontinued and communion is suggested to be modified by 

offering in the hand rather than on the tongue. 
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o Attendance should be held to 25% of building capacity or a maximum of 100 

attendees, whichever is lower. 

o Holding services outside is encouraged. 

o Pews and other seating should be reconfigured to keep six feet of physical 

distance between households. 

o Shorter services and implementation of a reservation system to limit the number 

of attendees at one time are suggested. 

International 

• The World Health Organization is warning of a second peak – not necessarily a second 

wave – of coronavirus cases.  

o During a media briefing on Monday, Dr. Mike Ryan, executive director of WHO’s 

Health Emergencies Programme, said right now, we are “right in the middle of 

the first wave, globally." 

o “We're still very much in a phase where the disease is actually on the way up," 

he added. 

• New Zealand's Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says the country should aim to reduce its 

Covid-19 alert level from 2 to 1 by June 22.  

o Alert level 1 means no restrictions on domestic transport or gatherings, and all 

schools and workplaces can open.  

o If measures were relaxed to this level, the government risk assessment would be 

that "the disease is contained in New Zealand," and only "isolated household 

transmission could be occurring," according to the country's alert system 

website. 

• Dubai will allow movement and business activity between 6 a.m. and 11 p.m. local time 

(10 p.m. ET - 3 p.m ET) starting on Wednesday, as the Emirate begins to ease restrictions 

imposed during Eid holidays to stop the spread of coronavirus, Crown Prince Sheikh 

Hamdan bin Mohammed tweeted. 

• The UK retail sector is set to begin reopening in mid-June as part of the government’s 

planned second phase in the gradual relaxation of lockdown restrictions, Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson announced Monday, giving the go ahead for thousands of stores across 

the country to prepare to open their doors for business.  

• Ghana is preparing a roadmap for easing virus restrictions after the “grace of God” and 

health-system capability produced one of Africa’s lowest death rates, President Nana 

Akufo-Addo said. 
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o The west African nation recorded 6,683 cases and 32 deaths since the first 

infections were confirmed two months ago, he said. The plan will be released 

after consultations this week, he said in a speech in the capital, Accra, to mark 

the celebration of Eid-Al Fitr. 

o Ghana lifted a three-week lockdown in its biggest cities last month, freeing 

citizens to return to work but maintained a ban on social gatherings and sports, 

and kept schools and drinking spots closed. 

• The chief justice of Brazil’s Supreme Court will stay on medical leave for seven days 

after showing some of the respiratory signs of Covid-19, according to the court’s press 

office. 

o Dias Toffoli, 52, was hospitalized Saturday to remove an abscess and had no 

complications during surgery, though he showed signs that suggested the 

presence of the virus. On May 20, he tested negative. 

o If his diagnosis is confirmed, Toffoli will be the latest official to get infected, 

following the Minister of the Institutional Security Office Augusto Heleno and Rio 

de Janeiro Governor Wilson Witzel. 

• South Africa will allow most businesses to reopen next month even as coronavirus 

infections continue to mount heading into winter. 

o The nation will drop its disease alert by one level June 1, allowing 8 million 

people to return to work, President Cyril Ramaphosa said in a televised speech. 

Africa’s most-industrialized economy went into lockdown on March 27. 

o Under the new rules, limited alcohol sales for home use will be allowed to 

resume, while a night-time curfew and a restriction on when people can exercise 

will be dropped. Tobacco sales will remain banned because of the health risks. 

Restaurants, bars, sporting venues, places of worship and conference centers 

will remain shut. 

• Greece is reopening all schools as well as kindergartens on June 1, the government 

announced. Students in high schools have already returned to class. 

• Greece also will reopen restaurants and cafes on Monday, a week earlier than initially 

planned, as cases have remained low since May 4 when the government started lifting 

restrictions.  

• The head of a trades union association in Tehran said all businesses, including those 

deemed “high risk,” should reopen on Tuesday, the state-run Islamic Republic News 

Agency reported. Mosques and shrines are due to reopen on Monday, after the Muslim 

holiday of Eid. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAUGYHT0G1KW
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• Peru authorized more businesses to reopen, including hairdressers, electricians and 

online clothes retailers along with mining, fishing and construction companies that were 

cleared to reopen this month. The lockdown, which was set to expire Sunday, will 

continue through June 30, President Martin Vizcarra said. 

• Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez announced during a news conference Saturday 

that "starting in July, we will reactivate the entry of foreign tourism under safe 

conditions. As of now, foreign tourists can begin to plan their vacation in our country." 

o Sanchez announced that “there will be a tourist season this year” and invited all 

establishments in Spain to get ready to receive national clients at the end of June 

and foreigners in July. 

o Sports to return: Sanchez also said “La Liga will return from the week of June 8." 

• Religious ceremonies and gathering are allowed to immediately resume in France, 

according to a legislative decree published on Saturday morning. 

o The Interior Ministry and faith representatives “have worked together to ensure 

that religious ceremonies resume, while ensuring the health protection of all,” 

Interior Minister Christophe Castaner said in a statement on Friday night.  

o Mandatory health measures include wearing face masks during ceremonies and 

hand sanitization at the entrance, according to the Ministry.  

o The French Council for the Muslim Faith announced on Friday that Eid al-Fitr 

celebrations would occur on Sunday, May 24, but that “given the pandemic, Eid 

prayer cannot be held in Mosques.” 

• South Africa will reopen the majority of its economy starting June 1, President Cyril 

Ramaphosa announced during a televised address to the nation on Sunday evening. 

o Most sectors will open under new level three regulations, but with strict 

observance of social distancing and health safety measures.  

o The national borders will remain closed and flights will continue to be grounded, 

except for cargo. Schools will begin a phased reopening, with grades 7 and 12 

beginning on June 1. 

o All public universities will be expected to begin remote teaching. 

o The nation’s coronavirus-related alcohol ban will be lifted for home 

consumption, but its ban on cigarettes continues under level three. 

• Argentina has extended its mandatory coronavirus lockdown until June 7, according to a 

televised announcement made by President Alberto Fernandez Saturday night. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAR215T0AFBD
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o The president said that although quarantine measures are working 

and 19 provinces have not reported coronavirus cases, much work still needs to 

be done. 

o Highly-populated areas such as Buenos Aires continue to see a spike in cases 

since the country relaxed restrictions more than two weeks ago, Fernandez said. 

• Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh announced Monday that a two-

month lockdown in the Palestinian territories would come to an end in the coming days. 

o Speaking from Ramallah, Shtayyeh said that government offices will return to 

regular work on Wednesday morning after the Eid al-Fitr holiday. 

o He also said that shops, commercial and industrial establishments, and places of 

worship can reopen for prayers on Tuesday.   

• Kuwait will not extend its full coronavirus curfew beyond May 30, Kuwait’s state news 

agency KUNA said on Monday, citing Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh. 

• Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says his government is trying to give all 

workers a minimum of 10 days paid sick leave per year as Canada starts to prepare for a 

possible second wave of the pandemic.  

o "Nobody should have to choose between taking a day off work due to illness or 

being able to pay their bills. Just like nobody should have to choose between 

staying home with COVID-19 symptoms or being able to afford rent or 

groceries," Trudeau said during a press conference from Ottawa Monday.  

o The effort is complicated by the fact that sick leave is usually a provincial 

jurisdiction. Trudeau said putting the necessary mechanisms in place for a 

national paid sick leave program would be challenging but his government and 

the provinces are determined to try.  

• Japan is set to expand its travel ban list to 111 countries effective Wednesday, now 

including the United States, India, and South Africa, the government ministries said. 

o The ban list, which will add 11 more countries this week, forbids foreign 

nationals who stayed in those countries from entering Japan, to protect against 

the spread of coronavirus.  

o Japanese citizens are still allowed to enter the country, although they will need 

to go through medical tests and self-quarantine for 14 days.   

o The travel ban expansion comes after Prime Minister Shinzo Abe lifted the 

country’s nationwide state of emergency earlier today. It lasted almost a month.  

• Denmark needs more than $40 billion in financing -- more than triple its previous 

estimate -- to help pay for an historic set of emergency measures to fight the pandemic. 
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The government will need to tap bond markets and its account at the central bank to 

generate the needed 294 billion kroner ($43 billion), the Finance Ministry said. 

o AAA-rated Denmark has so far been able to tap markets at historically low rates. 

Its benchmark 10-year bond trades at a negative yield, and its entire yield curve 

up to 20 years traded below zero not that long ago. 

• England’s outdoor markets and car showrooms can reopen from June 1, as soon as they 

can meet guidelines to protect shoppers and workers, Prime Minister Boris Johnson said 

as he urged the public to spend money in stores when the curbs are lifted. 

o All other non-essential outlets including shops selling clothes, shoes, toys, 

furniture, books and electronics, plus tailors, auction houses, photography 

studios and indoor markets, are on track to reopen June 15 if the government 

can control the spread of the virus, Johnson told a daily news conference. 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are on a different timetable determined by 

local administrations. 

Other 

• Maryland-based biotechnology company Novavax announced plans Monday to begin 

enrolling approximately 130 people with a new experimental vaccine against the novel 

coronavirus.  

o It’s the 10th company worldwide to start human trials of potential vaccines 

against Covid-19. 

o The first volunteer is expected to be vaccinated Monday evening in Australia, 

where the initial phase of the trial is being conducted at two sites. 

• In an effort to restart the 2019-2020 season, the National Hockey League (NHL) says it is 

aiming to reopen team facilities in early June. 

o In a league-wide memorandum sent on Sunday, the NHL outlines a ‘Phase 2’ 

return to sport protocol that allows small groups of players to utilize home team 

facilities and ice. 

o Here are some of the reopening requirements: 

o A maximum of six players will be able to train and skate together at a time. 

o Players must wear face coverings except while on the ice or exercising. 

o Coaches are not allowed to participate in on-ice sessions.  

o The league does not give a specific date in June for teams to open.  

• The World Health Organization has temporarily halted studying hydroxychloroquine as 

a potential Covid-19 treatment in its Solidarity Trial due to safety concerns, WHO 
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Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said during a briefing in Geneva on 

Monday. 

o The decision was made after an observational study was published in the 

medical journal The Lancet on Friday, which described how seriously ill Covid-19 

patients who were treated with hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine were more 

likely to die. 

o Tedros said that an independent executive group is now reviewing the use of 

hydroxychloroquine in WHO's Solidarity Trial. The trial, which involves actively 

recruiting patients from more than 400 hospitals in 35 countries, is a global 

research effort to find safe and effective therapeutics for Covid-19. 

• Wyndham Hotels & Resorts Inc.’s midscale hotels are at occupancy levels of about 50% 

after five straight weeks of rising demand, Chief Executive Officer Geoff Ballotti said, 

and the trend will continue. 

o Hotel guests are asked to wear masks as they check in, Ballotti said on CBS’s 

“Face the Nation.” Wyndham has more than a dozen brands including Days Inn, 

Ramada, Super 8 and Howard Johnson. 

o About 90% of Ballotti’s franchisees sought a U.S. Paycheck Protection Program 

loan, and he added that one was “about to sink with her three La Quinta hotels 

in Odessa, Texas, until that lifeline was thrown to her.” The U.S. emergency 

support is “incredibly helpful,” he said. 

• Jaguar Land Rover, the U.K.’s largest carmaker, is seeking a government aid package 

after car sales collapsed amid the pandemic, according to people familiar with the 

matter. 

o The auto manufacturer is in talks to borrow more than 1 billion pounds ($1.2 

billion) through the U.K.’s emergency coronavirus lending program, the people 

said. JLR is also seeking tax breaks, research grants and other subsidies, which 

could bring the value of the support to more than 2 billion pounds, one of the 

people said. 

• The car rental company Hertz filed for bankruptcy on Friday, becoming the latest victim 

of the sudden economic downturn sparked by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o The company had missed an April 27 payment due to a group of lenders that 

leases vehicles in Hertz's day-to-day US rental fleet. The lenders extended a 

grace period for the payment only until May 22. 

o By declaring bankruptcy, Hertz says it intends to stay in business while 

restructuring its debts and emerge a financially healthier company. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QASGQ3DWRGG1


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/25 UPDATE 
 

• Moderna's stock price skyrocketed as much as 30% on Monday after the biotech 

company announced promising early results for its coronavirus vaccine. As ordinary 

investors piled in, two insiders were quietly heading for the exits. 

o Moderna's chief financial officer and chief medical officer executed options and 

sold nearly $30 million of shares combined on Monday and Tuesday, SEC 

filings reviewed by CNN Business show. 

o The sales occurred after Moderna excited Wall Street before markets opened 

Monday by announcing encouraging vaccine trial results. Moderna's market 

value swelled to $29 billion -- even though the company has no marketed 

products. 

• The G7 Summit will likely occur in person and in late June, not mid-June as was originally 

planned, National Security Adviser Robert O’Brien said on CBS this morning. 

o “I think the G7 leaders would love to meet in person,” O’Brien said. 

o He said President Trump has extended invitations to the leaders and received a 

“great response.” 

• California approved Orange County to open restaurants and shopping malls, setting the 

stage for wider opening of the region’s tourism economy. 

o The county, home to Walt Disney Co.’s Disneyland and Cedar Fair’s Knott’s 

Berry Farm theme parks, is one of the most visited U.S. destinations. Restaurants 

can open for dining in, provided guests make reservations, and shopping malls 

can reopen with stores offering delivery and curbside pickup, according to a 

statement from the county. 

o Disney has been opening its resorts in stages and last week opened its Disney 

Springs mall in Orlando, Florida. The company has not announced a date to open 

its similar Downtown Disney shopping and dining area in Anaheim, California. 

• The antiviral remdesivir is superior to the standard of care for the treatment of Covid-

19, NIH says, citing a report published today in The New England Journal of Medicine. 

o “Ultimately, the findings support remdesivir as the standard therapy for patients 

hospitalized with Covid-19 and requiring supplemental oxygen therapy, 

according to the authors” 

o The study began Feb. 21, 2020, and enrolled 1,063 participants in 10 countries in 

58 days 

o NOTE: Gilead Sciences’s remdesivir has been shown to benefit coronavirus 

patients in a clinical trial 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/health/coronavirus-vaccine-moderna-early-results/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/health/coronavirus-vaccine-moderna-early-results/index.html
https://investors.modernatx.com/static-files/03ba600f-801d-4609-a7fb-332ac507f76f
https://investors.modernatx.com/static-files/03ba600f-801d-4609-a7fb-332ac507f76f
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/01/us/coronavirus-moderna-vaccine-invs/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/01/us/coronavirus-moderna-vaccine-invs/index.html
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/peer-reviewed-data-shows-remdesivir-covid-19-improves-time-recovery
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• The NCAA has announced Friday that Division I student-athletes in all sports will be 

permitted to participate in voluntary athletics activities beginning June 1. 

o On Wednesday, the NCAA had announced that Division I football and men’s and 

women’s basketball players can participate in on-campus voluntary athletics 

activities beginning June 1. 

• The NBA is in talks with The Walt Disney Company about resuming the 2019-2020 

season in late July at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex near Orlando, Florida, 

according to league's spokesperson Mike Bass. 

o Disney’s facility may be used as a single site for NBA games, practices and 

housing, Bass added. 

 


